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PRESS RELEASE
7th Discovering Latin America Film Festival

27 Nov – 7 Dec 2008
Discovering Latin America, the UK-based charity aimed at promoting Latin American culture in London and raising funds for social projects in the region, is pleased to announce the 2008 Discovering Latin America Film Festival (DLAFF).  Now in its 7th edition, the event has become the most important festival to bring together documentaries, shorts and feature films from Latin America, along with cultural events and opportunities for the public to meet the directors, while helping projects to tackle poverty in the region.
Between 27th November and 7th December, 46 films will be screened in four of London’s main venues – Odeon Covent Garden, Odeon Panton Street, Ritzy and Tate Modern – while cultural events will allow members of the public, from music-loving teenagers to adult film lovers, to be in touch with Latin American visual culture.
The Festival is proud to bring acclaimed directors and producers, while premiering important new works for longstanding and new audiences.

Andrés Wood, Chilean director of the acclaimed Machuca will open the Festival and talk with the public about The Good Life (Chile, 2008), his new subjective feature. With it, Wood enters the world of relationships and affections of the anonymous characters circulating the city of Santiago.
Argentinean director Lucrecia Martel, one of the most singular filmmakers of today, will discuss her relationship with Latin American and world cinema with cinema author Demetrios Matheou following the UK première of The Headless Woman (Argentina, 2008) at Tate Modern.
The Festival is also bringing Colombian director Carlos Moreno and his new film, Dog Eat Dog (Colombia, 2008), the story of two men pitted against each other by violence and drug crime who one day find themselves waiting for phone instructions by the boss in a same hotel room.
The renowned Brazilian producer Mariza Leao will also be present for the UK première of My Name ain't Johnny (directed by Mauro Lima), the biggest hit in Brazilian cinema.

“We in the Film Festival have achieved so much and continue to do so purely through the enthusiasm, interest and dedication of the team working as volunteers with very limited financial resources”, said the Festival director, Neal Baker.
As in every year, the DLAFF reinforces its social side by donating all the proceeds to a project, this year it is in support of women affected by HIV and Aids in the Dominican Republic run by the NGO Progressio.

Events will promote the development of new audiences. Film composer Mariano Nuñez will give a talk to youngsters about musical conceptions behind soundtracks and school screenings will be hosted in partnership with Brixton Ritzy. At the ICA, the public will have the chance to get closer to music video production in Cuba.
“We continue to maintain a belief in the cultural value of cinema - which allows not only artistic expression but allows some form of self, national and cultural expression, and permits cross-cultural understanding by building bridges between cultures and communities”, added Neal Baker.
Journalists are invited to attend a press launch on 12th November at Odeon Covent Garden at 3.30pm. The Festival team will be available for interview and those wishing to stay will have the chance to see a press screening of The Headless Woman – the only one of the film outside the Festival programme. 
For more information, contact any members of our press team.
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The 7th DLA Film Festival, London, 2008
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