Mission accomplished!

The DLAFF team: making the most of El Carnaval del Pueblo

 In its tenth anniversary this year, El Carnaval del Pueblo festival proved to be a fantastic platform to promote Latin American cinema! For the first time the 8th Discovering Latin America Film Festival (DLAFF) offered an open air screening in Burgess Park on Sunday 2nd of August 2009. The festival team, driven by their passion for Latin American cinema, invited the public to enjoy a preview screening of four short films as part of the Pre-Launch strategy of the 8th edition of DLAFF. The films screened were: A Political Life, Katrina Mansoor (Brazil, 2009); Mandarin Ice Cream, Delfina Curia (Argentina, 2008); A Patagonia Tale, Santiago Burin des Roziers (Argentina, 2008); and Robinson, José Sánchez-H (Bolivia/USA, 2007). We also had the presence of some of the directors of these films who held Q&A sessions after the screening. 

 Our enthusiastic volunteers not only provided substantial information on the 8th Discovering Latin America Film Festival (26th November – 6th December) but also informed visitors about the health project the festival is supporting this year, ‘Kiya Survivors’. Kiya Survivors is a Peruvian charity working on educational centres devoted to special-needs, abused and abandoned children in Peru. Kiya also offers support to young and violated women and families living in severe poverty.

The team distributed thousands of leaflets and attracted a great deal of positive interest on Latin American cinema. Hundreds of people came into the large marquee, where the films were exhibited in a celebrating and relax environment. A comfortable carpet allowed audiences to sit cheerfully while watching the films. For a symbolic £1 entrance fee, visitors enjoyed films from Argentina, Bolivia and Brazil at the well composed open air cinema theatre. We received over 250 visitors!

In addition, the festival team encouraged visitors to join the mailing list helping to ensure success for this year’s film festival. We have also received positive feedback from the organisers of the Carnaval del Pueblo, who regarded our marquee as a great success and an excellent initiative!!!

Well done team!!!

