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Rhythms Festival 2010  

Bicentenary of Latin American Independence Festival  

Saturday 14 August, 2010  

11:00 to 1:00am 
Rich Mix  
35-47 Bethnal Green Road 
London E1 6LA 
Tickets: Morning £5, Afternoon £8, Whole day £11 

DLA Rhythms brings you a day and night of performances and workshops; the centrepiece of DLA's 
bicentennial Celebrations of Independence in London. 

Rhythms will celebrate the independence of Latin America by presenting an exciting array of artists 
and performers from the furthest reaches of Latin America, reflecting the cross-pollination of 
indigenous, African, Spanish and European cultures which have made Latin America a melting pot 
of unparalleled richness. 

Argentina, Colombia, Bolivia, Peru, Ecuador, Mexico, Chile and Venezuela will be represented by an 
amazing selection of performers to celebrate the bicentenary. 

The day will bring you a programme of dance, song, dance-related films and talks as well as 
workshops for children* and adults. The evening will feature a selection of quality Latin American 
musical acts, to make sure you're well and truly spoilt for choice. 

And of course, no Latin event would be complete without generous servings of hearty comida,  with 
choices from countries across Latin America to keep you fortified until the witching hour. 

As ever, all proceeds will go towards a charitable project.  This time we support a scheme that aims 
to improve life for women working in sweatshops in Honduras.  The project will improve their 
living conditions and livelihoods through education, building their capabil ities and empowering 
them to exercise their rights through the charity War on Want.  

For more information visit: www.discoveringlatinamerica.org/music-home or contact us 

Book your tickets online or call our Box Office on 020 7613 7498 

 

*Children must be accompanied by an adult at the workshops.  Children go free. 

http://www.richmix.org.uk/aandc_discoveringlatinamericarhythms.htm
www.discoveringlatinamerica.org/music-home
mailto:rhythms@discoveringlatinamerica.org
https://www.patronbase.com/_RM/Seats/NumSeats?prod_id=DISC&perf_id=1&section_id=BAR&seat_type_id=S
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Workshops 

Creative Brazil ɀ Musical Instruments with Recycled material 
11:15am ɀ 12:15am @ the Bar  

Brazil  

 

With the objective of connecting music and recycling, Guilherme Tavarez and his wife Laura will be 

involving children in an activity where they will learn how to build musical instruments with 

recyclable material. The main idea of this workshop is to teach children from 05 to 07 years old 

how to transform used and recycled material into musical instruments. For one hour the children 

will have the chance to play and learn in a playful environment where they will be able to exercise 

their creativity and artistic talents. 

The performers:  

Gui Tavares is a professional musician based in London. A graduate of UNICAMP with a 
specialisation in composition and orchestral instrumentation, he has been work in the business for 
long time now. He worked extensively with theatre groups in Sao Paulo, being the musical director 
of many shows, after his graduation. Straight after that, after finding his hidden true desire to help 
needy people, Gui started working on musical projects for drug dependants, children in the 
Rochinha Favela, adolescents who needs socialization and singing therapy for the elderly.    
Laura Arantes is a professional actress who has been doing all kinds of acting since graduating in 
drama and acting at Centro de Pesquisas Teatrais Ronaldo Boshi, in Belo Horizonte, Brazil. She has 
ÐÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÔÅÄ ÉÎ τσ ÐÌÁÙÓ ÏÖÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÙÅÁÒÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÒÁÎÇÅ ÆÒÏÍ &ÒÁÎË 7ÅÄÅËÉÎÄȭÓ Ȱ3ÐÒÉÎÇ !×ÁËÅÎÉÎÇȱ ÔÏ 
3ÈÁËÅÓÐÅÁÒÅȭÓ Ȱ/ÔÈÅÌÌÏȢ 

 
For more information visit Creative BraziÌȭÓ ×ÅÂÓÉÔÅ or contact us 

 
 

http://webmail.mysitespace.com/hwebmail/services/go.php?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.creativebrazil.org
mailto:rhythms@discoveringlatinamerica.org
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Wilmer Sinfontes ɀ Venezuelan Drums 
18:00pm ɀ 19:00pm @ the Café 

Venezuela 

 

 
 
In this workshop, children from xx to xx will be introduced to Latin Percussion by Wilmer Sifontes.  
 
The Performer:  
Born in Caracas, Venezuela, he ÈÁÓ ÅÓÔÁÂÌÉÓÈÅÄ ÈÉÍÓÅÌÆ ÔÏÄÁÙ ÁÓ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 5+ȭÓ ÌÅÁÄÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÍÏÓÔ 
ÓÏÕÇÈÔ ÁÆÔÅÒ ,ÁÔÉÎ ÐÅÒÃÕÓÓÉÏÎÉÓÔÓȢ 7ÉÔÈ ÏÖÅÒ ςπ ÙÅÁÒÓȭ ÅØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅȟ having studied at Roberto 
Marcano School (part of the Association of Musicians Institute), and Fundacion Bigott, an institute 
dedicated to the study of traditional Venezuelan folkloric music, Sifontes has worked in his home 
country with groups such as The Erick Franchesky Salsa band, as well travelling extensively 
throughout South America and Europe with Afro-Venezuelan group Autoctono and traditional 
Venezuelan group Entreverao, finally settling in the UK in 1996.  
He has played in some of the most prestigious international festivals such as Womad, Glastonbury, 
North Sea Jazz Festival, Beijing International Festival (China), Bath International Festival (UK), Sea 
Side Jazz Festival (Croatia) and the Kijanii Festival in Nairobi (Kenya). He has played alongside 
Latin legends such as Puerto Rican master percussionist Giovanni Hidalgo, Colombian  Grammy 
nominated band Aterciopelados, and most recently supported the Buena Vista Social Club Cuban 
band at The Royal Albert Hall in September 2009 with his own trio Ensamble Criollo.  
Today he also works with his own bands Conjunto Sabroso salsa band, Ensamble Criollo, and 
Matices Latinos quartet, he has travelled the world with internationally renowned Scottish band 
Salsa Celtica, having  joined them in their 2007 and 2009 UK and International tours, playing all 
over the UK, the USA, Europe, Algeria, Israel and Malaysia. This highly accomplished Venezuelan 
percussionist is both an excellent musician and teacher, featuring as guest percussion workshop 
leader in Southampton University, Essex University, Ulster University in Ireland and Kenyatta 
University in Nairobi Kenya, also at The CALARTS Institute  in Los Angeles, The Bath International 
Festival, The Barbican Centre, and The Royal Festival Hall.  
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For more information: Wilmer Sinfontes  or Contact us 

 

Nadja ɀ Colombian Dance 
12:15pm ɀ 13:15pm @ the Bar 
Colombia 
 

 
 

Professional dancer Nadja Enab will teach different styles of dance from around Colombia whilst 
exploring some of the history of the dances and the region that they originate from. 

For more information please email Nadja or contact us. 

 

 
 
 
 

http://www.wilmersifontes.com/
mailto:rhythms@discoveringlatinamerica.org
mailto:placeboinutero@gmail.com
mailto:rhythms@discoveringlatinamerica.org
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Tango - Dance 
17:00 ɀ 17:20 @ the Bar 
Argentina  
 

 
 
Edward Tattersfield will be running a tango workshop for beginners in support of Discovering Latin 
America. No experience is required to take part and you do not need to bring a partner. Come along 
and get to grips with a few of the basic steps of this enchanting Argentinean dance.  
 
The performer:  
%Ä×ÁÒÄ 4ÁÔÔÅÒÓÆÉÅÌÄȭÓ ÔÁÎÇÏ ÅÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÂÅÇÁÎ ÉÎ "ÕÅÎÏÓ !ÉÒÅÓ ÉÎ ςππυ ×ÈÅÎ ÈÅ ÓÔÁÒÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÁËÅ ÔÁÎÇÏ 
classes with Magali Diaz. Since then he has participated in a wide variety of classes with many 
teachers. And because of that he has been heavily influenced by dancers such as Julio Altez, 
Eduardo Saucedo, Guillermina Quiroga, Jose Fernandez, and also the work of choreographers such 
as Anna Maria Steckleman and Leonardo Cuello. 
He has performed and taught Argentinean tango in Argentina, Brazil, Spain and in the UK. Tango 
was fist danced in the working class neighbourhoods of Buenos Aires over one hundred years ago. 
!ÆÔÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÓÏ ÃÁÌÌÅÄ ȰÇÏÌÄÅÎ ÁÇÅȱ ÏÆ ÔÁÎÇÏ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ρωσπȭÓ ÁÎÄ τπȭÓ ÔÈÅ ÄÁÎÃÅ ÁÎÄ ÉÔÓ ÃÕÌÔÕÒÅ ÆÅÌÌ ÉÎÔÏ 
decline.   )Ô ×ÁÓÎȭÔ ÕÎÔÉÌ ÔÈÅ ρωψσ ÈÉÔ "ÒÏÁÄ×ÁÙ ÓÈÏ× Ȱ4ÁÎÇÏ !ÒÇÅÎÔÉÎÏȱ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÄÁÎÃÅ ×ÁÓ ÂÒÏÕÇÈÔ 
to an international audience and Tango has been increasing in popularity all over the world ever 
since.  Though it is a mesmerizing dance to watch on stage, it is essentially an improvised social 
dance.  %Ä×ÁÒÄ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÉÍÐÒÏÖÉÓÉÎÇ Á ÖÁÒÉÅÔÙ ÏÆ ÔÁÎÇÏÓ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ρωτπȭÓ ÔÏ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔ ÁÎÄ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ 
ÓÈÏ×ÃÁÓÉÎÇ ÉÔÓ ÔÈÒÅÅ ÍÁÉÎ ÓÔÙÌÅÓȟ Ȱ4ÁÎÇÏȱȟ Ȱ7ÁÌÔÚȱ ÁÎÄ Ȱ-ÉÌÏÎÇÁȱȢ 
For more information visit Edward TattersfieÌÄȭÓ ×ÅÂÓÉÔÅ or contact us 

 

http://www.edwardtattersfield.com/
mailto:rhythms@discoveringlatinamerica.org
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Dance 
Intiraymi  
13:15 ɀ 13:30 @ the Bar 
Bolivia  

 
 

The origin is Quechua and Aymara, Inti Raymi means Sun feast, and corresponds to an ancient 
celebration of prehispanic origin, in which not only they paid tribute to Inti, the Sun god, but also 
marks the beginning of the new andinian year. After the Spanish conquer, the festivity continued 
being celebrated, taking the opportunity of dates coincidence with Corpus Cristi brought by the 
Castellanos. This situation made this festivity alive till nowadays, acquiring syncretism and 
symbolic characteristics that make it unique and very interesting to know.  Nowadays, as it has a 
relevant touristic importance, it is recommendable to know some traditions to understand in a 
better way the sense of the celebration. The date coincides with the winter solstice in the south 
hemisphere, that is, the longer night of the year. During the Inca ages, this meant the beginning of a 
new year. That's the reason why nowadays not only in Bolivia this feast is celebrated, but also in 
Ecuador, Perú (mainly in Cusco), North of Chile and northeast of Argentina (Salta and Jujuy) they 
celebrate also the andinian new year, both in the Aymara and Quechua tradition.  

In Bolivia, the principal place of celebration is the Tiwanaku ruins, at one hour from La Paz, in 
direction to Titicaca Lake and Desaguadero. In that place prospered the Tiwanacota culture, base of 
many of the cultures of the andinian world. In this ancient place you can find the Sun door, which is 
very important in the Inti Raymi celebration, because in the sunrise of the 21st, the sunlight comes 
through the door of same name, being the end of the party. 

The Performers:  

Following their roots and culture, this group of nine children aged between three and 12 wants to 
demonstrate their culture to the British audience. During their performance we will see traditional 
dances from different regions in Bolivia - like Cueca, Taquiri and Tinku and beautiful costumes.  
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For more information contact us 

 

Grupo del Sur  
13:30 ɀ 14:00 @ the Bar 
Chile 
 

 
 
'ÒÕÐÏ ÄÅÌ 3ÕÒ ÐÒÏÍÏÔÅÓ ,ÁÔÉÎ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁȭÓ ÆÏÌËÌÏÒÉÃ ÃÕÌÔÕÒÅ ÂÙ ÐÅÒÆÏÒÍÉÎÇ Á ÖÁÒiety of traditional 

dances from South America. All dances are performed in traditional costume. Their repertoire 

includes dances from the Andes ɀ from the Altiplano (Highlands); Polynesian Dances from Rapa Nui 

(Easter Island); Dances from the Cono Sur (Argentina, Bolivia, Chile, Perú); Dances from Patagonia.  

 

The Performers:  

The members of Grupo del Sur comprise many nationalities and professions, from dancers and 

musicians to school teachers. All of them share the common aim of ensuring that Latin AmericaȭÓ 

rich cultural heritage continues to be valued. 

They also provide educational dance workshops in schools as part of their cultural and modern 

language programme. Grupo del Sur can perform their dances virtually anywhere, from the stage to 

a less formal setting. And where possible, you will be encouraged to participate in their 

performance. 

For more information contact us 

 

 
 

mailto:rhythms@discoveringlatinamerica.org
mailto:rhythms@discoveringlatinamerica.org
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Morenada Bloque Kantuta 
15:15 ɀ 15:45 @ the Bar 
Bolivia  

 
 
The Morenada is a music and dance style from the Bolivian Andes characterized by a mixture of 
African and native elements. The origin of the morenada goes back to the employment of black 
slaves in colonial Potosi, where the miners bought them to replace the indigenous mitayos (pawns). 
The Negroes had already disembarked in America together with the conquistadores (conquerors) 
and the indians were impressed by the colour of their skin. In fact, the morenada mocks this 
different of colour, the white men who are depicted leading imported African slaves. 
 
The Performers:  
As followers of the rich Bolivian folk living in London and inspired by the colour and majesty of the 
Morenada, this group was established in 2006. Morenada is the dance they perform, a spectacular 
dance known for its symbolism, showing the historical-cultural lapse between pre-Columbian and 
contemporary times: The Bloque ɀ which means Block because in Bolivia people dance in different 
groups divided by blocks; and the Kantuta ɀ the national flower that shows the colours of the flag 
(red, yellow and green). Their vision is to be a leading group in raising awareness and promoting 
this dance and many others from the rich Bolivian folklore to the international public in London. 
 
For more information contact us 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:rhythms@discoveringlatinamerica.org
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Grupo Mestizo  
16:30 ɀ 17:00 @ the Bar 
Mexico 
 

 
 
'ÒÕÐÏ -ÅÓÔÉÚÏȭÓ ÓÈÏ× ÉÓ Á ÖÉÓÕÁÌ ÅØÐÌÏÓÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÍÕÓÉÃ ÁÎÄ ÃÏÌÏÕÒȟ ÆÉÌÌÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÉÎÃÒÅÄÉÂÌÅ ÐÏ×ÅÒ ÁÎÄ 
energy. Each of their performances aims to highlight some of the most famous Mexican Folkloric 
dances of the region (state) represented. Their current choreographies include Mexican zapateado 
from the regions of Jalisco and Veracruz. On the day, their performance will be a display of exciting 
and colourful costumes and dances, which represent true Mexican Folklore, accompanied by the 
little Mariachi singer with a big voice: Catalina Bustos. 
Zapateado is a Spanish dance which has led a genre of traditional music in Mexico. The Mexican 
Zapateado is derived from a combination of traditional Spanish music sounds with a Mexican and 
Arabic touch. The musical instruments used on this dance/music are mainly the violin, guitar, 
drum, etc. El Mariachi on the other hand is a genre of music that originated in Guadalajara, in the 
State of Jalisco, Mexico. It is an integration of stringed instruments highly influenced by the cultural 
impacts of the historical development of Western Mexico.  
 
For more information contact us 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:rhythms@discoveringlatinamerica.org
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Tango Performance 
17:00 ɀ 17:20 @ the Bar 
Argentina  
 

 
 
Tango is a musical genre and social dance that originated in Argentina and Uruguay, more 
specifically in the area of the Rio de la Plata. Argentine tango music is much more varied than 
ballroom tango music. While the Argentine Tango dancing consists of a variety of styles that 
developed in different regions and eras, and in response to the crowding of the venue and even the 
fashions in clothing. 
 
The performer:  
%Ä×ÁÒÄ 4ÁÔÔÅÒÓÆÉÅÌÄȭÓ ÔÁÎÇÏ ÅÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÂÅÇÁÎ ÉÎ "uenos Aires in 2005 when he started to take tango 
classes with Magali Diaz. Since then he has participated in a wide variety of classes with many 
teachers. And because of that he has been heavily influenced by dancers such as Julio Altez, 
Eduardo Saucedo, Guillermina Quiroga, Jose Fernandez, and also the work of choreographers such 
as Anna Maria Steckleman and Leonardo Cuello.  
He has performed and taught Argentinean tango in Argentina, Brazil, Spain and in the UK. Tango 

was fist danced in the working class neighbourhoods of Buenos Aires over one hundred years ago. 

!ÆÔÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÓÏ ÃÁÌÌÅÄ ȰÇÏÌÄÅÎ ÁÇÅȱ ÏÆ ÔÁÎÇÏ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ρωσπȭÓ ÁÎÄ τπȭÓ ÔÈÅ ÄÁÎÃÅ ÁÎÄ ÉÔÓ ÃÕÌÔÕÒÅ ÆÅÌÌ ÉÎÔÏ 

decline.  

)Ô ×ÁÓÎȭÔ ÕÎÔÉÌ ÔÈÅ ρωψσ ÈÉÔ "ÒÏÁÄ×ÁÙ ÓÈÏ× Ȱ4ÁÎÇÏ !ÒÇÅÎÔÉÎÏȱ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÄÁÎÃÅ ×ÁÓ ÂÒÏÕÇht to an 

international audience and Tango has been increasing in popularity all over the world ever since. 

 Though it is a mesmerizing dance to watch on stage, it is essentially an improvised social dance.  

Edward will be improvising a variety of tangos frÏÍ ÔÈÅ ρωτπȭÓ ÔÏ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔ ÁÎÄ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÓÈÏ×ÃÁÓÉÎÇ 

ÉÔÓ ÔÈÒÅÅ ÍÁÉÎ ÓÔÙÌÅÓȟ Ȱ4ÁÎÇÏȱȟ Ȱ7ÁÌÔÚȱ ÁÎÄ Ȱ-ÉÌÏÎÇÁȱȢ 

For more information visit  Edward TattersfielÄȭÓ ×ÅÂÓÉÔÅ or contact us 

http://www.edwardtattersfield.com/
mailto:rhythms@discoveringlatinamerica.org
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Puppets ɀ Scissors Dance 
 

Jose Navarro ɀ Puppets/Dance  
14:00 ɀ 14:30 @ the Bar 

Peru 

  

 

$ÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ 2ÈÙÔÈÍÓ %ÖÅÎÔ ×Å ×ÉÌÌ ÈÁÖÅ Á ÓÅÒÉÅÓ ÏÆ ÁÃÔÉÖÉÔÉÅÓ ÒÅÌÁÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 0ÅÒÕÖÉÁÎ 3ÃÉÓÓÏÒ 

Dance. This set of performances incÌÕÄÅÓ Á ÐÕÐÐÅÔ ÓÈÏ×ȟ ÔÈÅ ÄÁÎÃÅ ÉÔÓÅÌÆȟ ÁÎÄ Á ÓÈÏÒÔ ÆÉÌÍ Ȱ$ÁÎÚÁËȱȢ 

The Scissor Dance is an original dance from the south of the Andes, in Peru, in which two or more 

dancers (danzak) dance, followed by their respective orchestras of a violin and a harp. The dancers 

dance in turns, doing explicit moves and challenging steps, such as dancing with just one foot. 

Basically, the scissors dance is an impressive manifestation of physical art and skills, but to the 

Andean man it represents a complex ritual. A series of mysteries stalk around the dancers (the ones 

who do the ritual) who, in a surge of force and elasticity, test their skills with the gymnastic jumps 

at the sound of a harp and a violin, while they cut the air with their scissors (one in each hand). 

The Performer:  

Jose Navarro is a British - Peruvian artist who studied Art at Peru's National University of San 

Marcos in Lima; was trained in Mime by the master of that art- Juan Arcos and has an MA in 

Advanced Theatre Practice - 'Puppetry and Object Theatre' from the Central School of Speech and 

Drama in London. He has participated as a soloist with his own shows, at many well-established 

performing arts events and venues in Latin America, Asia, Middle East, Europe, and in the UK. These 

performances include feÓÔÉÖÁÌÓ ÁÎÄ ÓÈÏ×Ó ÌÉËÅ Ȱ4ÈÅ !ÇÏÎÙ ÏÆ 2ÁÓÕ-Ñiti", (directed by Sara Joffré), at 

ÔÈÅ #ÅÒÖÁÎÔÅÓ )ÎÓÔÉÔÕÔÅ ÉÎ ,ÏÎÄÏÎ ρωωωȢ Ȱ2)45!, 3#)33/23 $!.#%ȱ ɉÕÎÄÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÁÒÔÉÓÔÉÃ ÎÁÍÅ ÏÆ 

Ȭ0ÉÓÈÔÁÃÏȭɊ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ %ÄÉÎÂÕÒÇÈ )ÎÔÅÒÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ &ÒÉÎÇÅ &ÅÓÔÉÖÁÌ ÉÎ 3ÃÏÔÌÁÎÄ ςπππȟ 4ÈÅ -ÁÙÏÒȭÓ 4ÈÁÍÅÓ 


